Columbian Exposition Survivor Found At Muir Woods

Onarecent tripto
Oakland, Cdifornia, onawhim
wetook asidetripto Muir
Woods National Park north of the
Golden Gate Bridge and not far
off USRoute 101 and 1. We
hopped into our rental car and
headed acrossthe Bay. Following
winding roads|ined with stately
eucayptustrees, wefound the
entranceto Muir Woodsina
valey onMarin Peninsula. We
learned that thevaley withits
virgin stand of redwoods on 295
acreshad been saved from
logging which had otherwise
denuded thesurrounding area.
The owners, Senator Kent and his
wife, gavethe property tothe L
U.S.in 1905 for preservationasa  Redwood Plank and Plaque (Ieft). The triangles imbedded in the plank
park for al to enjoy. Thename are metal markers showing old forest burns during growth.
was chosen to commemorate
John Muir, famous naturaist and writer, who had spent many
hoursinthevalley and enjoyeditsnatural wondersand
meagnificent giant trees.

Wewalked from the sunlit entrance areaiinto the park
andimmediately felt thechilly air: thehigh dense canopy above i
keepsthe moaisture on theforest floor inand direct sunlight 7! Tl 4 font bl avcies oL 5 esmrioet

out. Consequently, beforewe began hiking thetrails, we i g o o
decided to have ahot cup of coffeeat the concession building K3 —— \_":“,;::d:;}‘.‘,‘::ﬁ’.a
ashort distanceinsidethe entrance. Aswegot uptothe | e et
building, imagineour surpriseat seeing asixteen foot wide by 118 Sk e SR

fivefoot high and fiveinchthick dab of redwood onthe ) e T
exterior wall with aplagueidentifying thedab ashaving been 3 !
shown at theWorld’'s Columbian Expositionin Chicagoin
1893. Weforgot coffeefor the moment and took pictures,
whichwereproduce here.

Eventudly the coffee was consumed, and wetramped
thetrailscarpeted with fallen pine needles. Walking warmed
usup, and the scenery wasinspiring. Theredwoods, growing
incirclesfrom burlsat the base of the ol der trees, are
impressiveeven after they havefallentotheforest floor. If you
areintheBay Area, werecommend visiting Muir Woodsand
the Mammoth Redwood Plank exhibited at the Exposition.

TheBook StopsHere. 1108 Rocky Pt. Ct. NE,
Albuquerque, NM  87123-1952.

Plaque Describing The Slab



